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OFFICIAL.

APPOINTMENTS HY THE PRESIDENT.
Samuel L. Hays receiver of public moneys at

auk HapitlH, Minnesota Territory, vice AVilli<*nt H.
Wood, whose commission has expired.

Jicwis G. Pyles, of Florida, register of the land
office at Newnunsville, Florida, vice Thomas J. Pre
alt, deceased.
\brilliant II. Palmer, of 'own, receiver of public

uiouets at Council Whiffs, Iowa, vice Enos Lowe,
resigned.

SOME OF THE WONDERS OF THE DAY.
We do not think we venture too much in saying

that the railway and the magnetic telegraph have done
more 10 cousouuaie our groat conioaeracy 01 mutes,
to remove the prejudices of sectionalism, and to
make us one people, with one interest and cue des-
tiny, than have been accomplished by all the measuresof compromise that have been adopted by our

representatives or all lite speeches that have been
delivered in or out of Congress. Seventy or eighty
years ago the inland journey from Philadelphia to
Boston occupied a period of from two to three weeks !
During the administration of Mr. Madison a trip from
Washington to Savannah not unfrequently consumed
forty days.' And as late as 1828 travellers were
often on the road for forty-eight hours between Washingtonand Baltimore.
The time-annihilating wonders of the railway are

still more striking if we direct our attention to that
portion of the Union which was a wilderness within
the recollection of thousands now living who are not
much beyond the middle age of life. Before the days
of steamboats and locomotives a journey to St. lxiuis
from the Atlantic cities was a journey of weeks and
even months. Now passengers.us we know from
recent personal experience.can make the trip from
Washington to St. Louis in tiro days and hreirt hours!
The writer of this article was just seven days (in
1845) in reaching Louisville from Washington by the
then quickest mode of conveyance ; and a friend informsus that in the fall of 183D he was three weeks
in making the trip from Baltimore to Louisville,

I travelling night and day the whole time, and as rap-
idly as stage coaches and stem-wheel steamers would
permit.
Without steam and tho several interoceanic communications,what would now be the condition of

those great Pacific commonwealths which have added,and which will contiuuo to add, so much
wealth, potfer, and lustre to our glorious Union?
A few years ago, twelve and even eighteen months
were consumed in a trip from the Atlantic soaboard
to Sun Francisco and back. Now the round trip can
be made in from six to eight weeks.
Tho country, no doubt, owes an immense debt of

gratitude to the noble and enlightened labors of the
long line of patriots and statesmen which connects
the revolutionary period of our history to the presenttimes but, while evincing a grateful spirit, let
us not be unmindful of tho benefits and blessings
and the union-consolidating tendencies of the rail-
way aud magnetic telegraph.

FREE SUFFRAGE TO THE NEGROES.
The black republicans of New York are now strivingto amend the constitution of that .Stute so as to

extend free suffrage to the negroes.or, in other
words, to expurgate the present constitutional clause,
which requires "a three-years citizenship, and a

freehold of two hundred and fifty dollars, as a qualificationfor a man of color to vote." The inconsistencyof this movement on the part of the higher-law
party is clearly shown in the following extract from
the address recently issued by the democratic membersof the Now York legislature to their constituents:

"The question involved in this proposed movement is
not now for the first time before the people. ,lt was settledin the constitution of 1821, after full and elaborate
discussion. The agitation to extend the suffrage to this
class was revived on the birth of the abolition party, but
with so little effect that William H. Seward, in the canvasswhich first elected him to the office of governor,
when interrogated by a committee, consisting of .lohn .layand Gerrit Smith, a.s to his views upon this subject, replied,under date of Auburn, October 22, 1838, as follows, jI

" ' 1 believe that all men may become competent to the
responsibilities of self-government. 1 think, also, that
nations and races may become debased by ignorance so as
to be destitute of the intelligence and virtue requisite for

ft the. discharge of these responsibilities.
" ' The constitution seems to have adopted those principle*by imposing a restriction on the right of suffrage on

the part of the colored population instead of their total
exclusion. In this view, the constitutional restriction in
question is scarcely to be regarded as a distinction found
ed solely on complexion ; but should rather Is- considered
a. test to discriminate between those of flint race who
IKjssess the requisite intelligence and capacity to discharge
the responsibilities of freemen and those who do not.
Objectionable as a property qualification is for such a test,
/ am not prcjxtrcd to my, having in ivw Me actual condition ofthat race, that no t(st might locjcift.' "

|
f PENNSYLVANIA.

The Democratic Stale Committee of Penusylvauia
met at Philadelphia last week, and unanimously passeda resolution reconvening the State convention of
the 2d of March, at Ilnrrishurg, on the 9th' day of
Juno next, at 10 o'clock, for the purpose of noniina-

I ting candidates to fill the vacancies on the supreme
hench occasioned by the retiring of Chief Justice
Lewis and the appointment of Judge ltlack to the

I A ttorney Generalship of the United States.

THE CI/OUD6 BREAKING IN RHODE ISLAND.
The redemption of Newport, Rhode Island, the old

stronghold of the enemy, is one of the most hopeful
signs of the times. The vote for mayor stood.for
William 11. Cranston, 560; Swinburne, present mayor
and sham republican and bogus American candidute,
334; scattering, 47. Cranston over Swinburne, 226;
over all, 179. The Providence Post remarks of Mr.
Cranston:

" It is fair to say, that having clung to the whig party
until it was dead, and heartily despising the men who
killed it snd the miserable isms which succeeded it. he
planted himself upon the national democratic platform,
as the only platform left for honest national men: sn<l In
return for his manly, consistent course, was voted for byall the democrats who voted at all last Thursday. After
his speech at the meeting which nominated him, the Advertlserannounced that It should claim his election as w

democratic victory; and the News, quoting the paragraph
as a wai ning to its political friends, indicated its convlr
tlon thid tin claim would l>e perfectly reasonable and
proper."

COTTQN IK ALUKKIA.
Wo published in our issue of Saturday evening lust

jn extract from the report of the jury charged to

award the prize of 20,000 franca given by the Emperorannually, for a period of live years from 1853, as an

encouragement for the cultivation of cotton in Algeria.
This report has been spread before tin: world through
the columns of the official organ of tire French government,(the l'aris Mmnteur,) and will attract more

than ordinary attention from the fact that there is
but one year left of the period in w hich the grand experimentof competing with the United States in
the production of cotton iu to bo stimulated into a

fixed reality by the magnificent doiwetir of 100,000
francs. The liberality of the Emperor was undoubtedlycommendable, though we must add, notwithstandingthe statements to the contrary which we find
so ingeniously put forth in the report, that it has resultedin demonstrating the utter folly of all future
attempts to convert Algeria into a cotton-growing
country. The fact so pompously a (firmed iu the

report, that " the planters in Algeria have obtainedtwo important points towards competition
with the United States.quality and equal yield
according to the quantity of ground planted".so far
from weakening our convictions on this subject, only
servo to strengthen and confirm them ; and such
would be the general conviction on every mind had
tlio report entered into the minute details of these
cotton-growing experiments, and candidly avowed
the faet (list they were not conducted oil a much

larger scale than one can see in almost every conservatoryorliot-house in Paris, where the most delicate
fruits of the tropics are grown almost in as much perfectionas they could attain under the burning sun of
their native clinic. We have before us an official

journal published in Algiers, the "Akhbtir-Journal ilc

rAlgerie" of the 29th'January of the present year, in
which we find the details, from which doubtless the

report in the Montour was chiefly made up, of the

experiments alluded to, and the awards of tho prize
commissioners in view of the "two important points
towards competition With tho United States" achievedby the cotton experimentalists in tho French colonyof Algeria. We translate the article as wo find
it in tho "Akhbar" for the benefit of our southern
cotton-growers, and we would be pleased to publish,
for tho instruction of our friends in Algeria, any suggestionsthey may be pleased to transmit to us touchingthe closing remark of the report, "that the government|of France] would do well to give special
encouragement for works tending to facilitate irrigation."

In our issue of January 1G we published, without
comment, from the " Mooiteur Algerian" of the 15th
inst., the report upon the results of the provincial fair
of the cotton-growers of the province of Algiers for
the year 1856.
These results were as follows :

1. Prise of 5.000 francs and a silver medal. One com

petitor. Prize awarded.
2. Prize of 3,000 francs and a diver niedul. Two com

pctitore. Prize reserved.
3. Prize of 1,000 franca and a silver medal. Five com

pctitors. Prize reserved.
i. Prise of 600 francs and a silver medal. Xo competitors.Prize reserv ed.
6. Prize of 100 franca and a bronze medal. No competitorsPrice reserved.
ti. Prize of 200 franca and a bronze medal. Five rom(wtitors.Prize awarded.
Tims, a sunt of 10,200 francs is expended in prizes,

besides the silver and bronze medals. Two of these
prizes drew no competitors, and the most important
was awarded to a colonist who had no rival to disputehis claim ; and fur the second-best prize there
were hut two competitors, to neither of w hom it was

awarded.
Thirteen competitors contended for these prizes,

and but two out of that number were entitled to consideration.As sonic recompense, however, for the
toil and zeal of the unsuccessful competitors, the
sum of 3,850 francs was distributed amongst tlicni.
What an argument do not these facts supply in fuvorof our objections to the ubusivo system of rewardsand prizes! We do not, however, insist upon

our own opinions being adopted. Facts must speak
I* W. ,4il./i Iw.rm 1,a,..o, .,. fl.nf

tho lesson which (his example conveys will not escapethe enlightened and attentive solicitude of tho
Minister of War.
From the report at length, ns published in the

Akhbar of the 16th January, 1857, wo translate tho
following salient passages introduce^ in the decisions:

In summing up these, impressions, tho jury concludethat the two parcels of ground Xos. 2 and 3,
containing together 3 hectares,* 49 ares, 60 ceiltares,
exhibit a beautiful vegetation, and have entirely succeeded; that the piece Xo. 1, containing 2 hectares,
22 ares being dry soil, exhibits an average success

of four-fifths of the whole. The aggregate, therefore,of a hectares being successful, the prize of 5,000
francs is awarded.

In reference to the second prize the jury say. the
soil not being susceptible of irrigation, satisfactory
results could not be exported ; and the same cause

proves the chief obstacle in tho other cases. Tim
prizes cannot be given, in the words of the report,
"pour non reunite on drfaul dr coiUemincc," or, as tin;
Hibernian coroner once reported, after holding an inquest,"the deceased came to his death for want of
breath."
The jury were Messrs. Rutngne, counsellor of the

Prefecture, president ; Frutie and Colson, members
of the Chamber of Consultation ; and Frunlieu and
Darru. inspectors of colonization. The prizes were

distributed by the governor general.
"The hectare contains a little over two acre*.

SECRETARY THOMPSON.
At a democratic meeting held at Lafayette county,

(Miss..) on the 20th instant, mnong the resolutions
adopted was the following :

" Kr»olv*d, That the President, in the selection of our
.,..i f..ii,in,, it.i....,.i, r-n,.,.,

as one of his cabinet, who in endeared to uh by so main
ties of personal nivl political friendship, hen added another
link in the cliain of our )K>litical friendship to him, and
ban given additional assurance to the world that hU administrationwill in all things conform to the great truths
of democracy, and redound to the glory of our country.''

THE POSTMASTER GENERAL.
The Lancaster (Pa.) Intelligencer says:
" We hear on all sides that the nevr Postmaster General,Gov. "Brown, is discharging the onerous and vexn

tious duties of his office to the great satisfaction of all who
have business with the deportment. His immediate pn
decessor, JudgeCampbell, was an admirable officer in every
respect, and it is praise enough to know that the new

incumbent will fully come up to the standard of the dis.
tburnished gentleman who tilled the office during the entireterm of the late administration. We predict that
Gov. Biown, aided, as he is, by that admirable officer.
Mr King, anil the other assistants, will prove to be otiofth«' most popular and efficient Postmasters General who
ever filled th" difficult post."

THE PROSPECT IN KENTCCKY.
The Lexington (Kentucky) Btatesmau of the '24th

instant has an elaborate and most cheering article in
relation to the approaching congressional elections
in that State. The Btutcsmau says :

"The democracy in every part of the State seem thoroughlyaroused to the importance of the summer con
tests in Kentucky, and are actively marshalling their
forces in the different congressional districts, in order to
secure the largest possible uumlier of supporters to the
present administration from the representation of Kentuckyin the next Congress. Our friends everywhere
seem to recognise the imminent importance of sustaining
the sound domestic policy enunciated in the Inaugural
Address of the President, hy securing to Ids support in
Congress a body of firm, unswerving national statesmen,
without suspicion of atlilintion with northern sectionalism,4ml of known southern sympathies.''

After taking a survey of the whole field.district
by district.the Statesman arrives at the followiug
gratifying conclusions:

"It will thus lie seen that we >ielrl to the opposition
but two districts the 3d and 7th and we claim for the
democracy seven, beyond reasonable doubt. We but cx(>ressthe opiidou of many of our friends not unacquaintedwith this district w hen we say a. triumph in the 8th is
solely dependent upon the activity and seal of our party ;
and we have yet to hear of a precinct iu winch signs of
apathy in democratic ranks indicate defeat. A reasonable
survey of the battle-field, with some reliable advices, cn|courages us to believe that eight of Kentucky's representationin the next Congress will be reliable supported of
the policy of the present administration. Add to this
glorioub result the entire redemption of the legislative deiwrtmeut,thereby securing still another statesman in the
United States Senate, whose anient advocacy of southern
lights will lie unequivocal, and the utmost wish of tin
patriot and democrat will bo gratified."

ANOTHER RESPONSE TO THE INAUGURAL.
On Monday, the 20th, an election for municipal officerstook place in Quincy, Illinois, and resulted in

a thorough democratic victory. The Whig contains
the figures, as follows :

Mayor.Thayer, democrat, 1,030 ; Bavage, republican,691 ; majority 339.
The democrats elect their marshal and a majority

of the aldermen.
Two years ago llichardsou's majority was 24 ; otic

year ago Wood, republican, bad CO majority, and
last iuii mo ueuiocrauc majority was ivv.

Tliia is also another response to the President's
Inaugural.
We have noticed a very silly paragraph in some ol

our exchanges in relation to the widow of the late
President Polk. Whoever wrote it knew very little
of (he personal history of that lad)'. She is represeatedas having visited England since tho deuth of
her husband ; whereas it is well known Unit she has
been living in greut retirement at her own elegant
mansion in the city of Nashville ever since her bereavement.The writer, whoever he was, betrayed an

equal want of information of the future intentions of
Mrs. Polk when he announced that it was her purposeto come to Washington to reside during the ensuingwinter; whereas 110 one has expected her to do
more than to pay an ordinary visit to the, family ol
tho Postmaster General, with whom a friendly and
intimate association has long existed. Such a visit
would also give her an opportunity to see many of
the former friends and admirers of herself and husband.No lady over had a greater number, and they
would feel extremely mortified if such indelicate
nofices of her as those to which we now allude should
induce her to abandon a social visit to her friends in
Washington, and thereby deprive them of an opportunityto testify their high appreciation of her many
virtues and accomplishments.

THE BANQUET' TO SENATOR BROWN.
The Mississippian of the 21st inst. gives a glowing

account of the public banquet givonat Jackson on the
preceding Saturday to Senator Brown. The Mississippiansays:

II n. lialnnl.,. Iu.l Ihn

nounccd the arrival at the capital of the State of one
whose eminent service* in the high office of federal senatorhad elicited from his fellow-citiaens of .Jackson, irrespectiveof party predilection, the spontiincous tribute of
a public lainquot. At the hour of four o'clock iu the
evening a concourse of citizens were wending to the City
Hall. In on® of the elegant and spacious chambers of
that beautiful building an excellent Imnd of music, sup!plied by Mr. lllackmnr, was bidding melodious welcome
to the distinguished guest and his hospitable and appreciativeentertalhers.
"The arrival of Hon. Albert G. lirown, whose presenceat once induced manifestations of interest and pleasure,was the signal for the large company to assume

places at the festive lioard ; and, without further jjrelim;inary, a sumptuous dinner, which did credit in quality
and amine to the culinary skill of Mr. Augelo, was discuss1cd and disposed of."

In response to a complimentary toast, Senator
Brown addressed the company briefly, but in the
most feeling and eloquent manner. In the course of
bis remarks he said :

" He was proud of the compliment, but certainly that
and the various other testimonials with which bis fellowcitizenshod continued to honor him during a series of
years did not cause him to forget bow great were bis obligationsto a generous and indulgent constituency, the
|XH)ple of Mississippi. Thirty-three yiwrs had passed
since first Ids infant feet had trod the almost wilderness
where Juckson now stands. As u barefooted boy, he. had
followed a pioneer futlicr to the untenanted forests of the
now county of Copiah. Twelve years afterwards the
l>cople honored him with a seat iu the legislature. He
was subsequently elevated to the bench, afterwards to the
chief magistracy of the State, then to the lower house of
Congress, and now stood before them one of their federal
senators, honored with their approving voice. Not in the
spirit of boasting did he allude to these facts, but for the
licncfU of the young.as a lesson to the rising gencra'lion."
The company were also addressed by Gov. McRuc.

Gen. J. I). Freeman, W. M. Gillespie, esq.. Judge J.
M. Moore, and other distinguished gentlemen.
Army testimonial to Central Qi itman. The officers

of the T'nited Stoles anny Intend to present Gen. Quit|man a service of silver plate for his efforts in securing the
passage through Congress of the bill making on addition
to their salaries. Gen. Quitman, it will be remembered,
was the chairman of the House Military Committee.
Gcnerul Scott has written him a very handsome letter,
announcing that, as the senior officer, he lias consented
to act as the organ of his brother-officers of the army in
procuring the proptwed testimonial. llaUimort. Sun.
We have nn<iuestionablc authority for Baying that

the above statements arc incorrect. We have heard
that a few officers.following out the first impulse of
gratitude to their old and valued associate-in-arnis
for his handsome and zealous advocacy of their claims
upon legislative consideration.initiated a proposi|tion to present a handsome testimonial to Gert. Quitman.But it appears that, upon reflection, the General'sfriends.under which description may be coinj
prised every name on the army list.apprehensive
that such a tribute might wear some appearance of
indelicacy, or give some ground for cavil, did not
feel at liberty to act upon the friendly impulse
which gave rise to the proposition.
General Bcott's letter, which we have seen, was

couched in warm and handsome terms of acknowledgmentto Gen. Quitman for his friendly interest in
the arm)*, but had no reference to any other or more

tangible testimonial than the heartfelt expression of
gratitude and affection on the part of bis former comradesin the field.

# a

DEPARTMENT NEWS.

STATE llirtUEENT.

A Ttiitjvrari/ LuflU-thip at the entrance of the Mulh
following notice to mariner* Iim been received
Charles Huffnugle, the Uuited State* consul-gi
Calcutta;
A light-vessel ha* beeu temporarily stations

enhance of the river Mutlali iu the following
vis lu latitude '21.6 north, longitude 88.45 eat
iu 10 fathoms low water. Hpring tide*, about
aoutlieaat of the Outer or Buleherrv-rerf buoy.

2d. Thin hew floating.light will hoist a red fl
mainmast head by day, and exhibit a char wl
from sunset to sunrise, and, iu udditiou to this,
if she continues In her position, lire a rocket at
at midnight, and at 4, a. m., from the loth of Mr
the 19th of Obtober.

3d. For the present u pilot brig will show the

TBKABl RY Ut rAll lMKNT.

The uric Chart-Mvuee and Poet Office at Indianafj
ana..The (Secretary of the Treasury lias uppointi
May, esq., superintendent of construction foi
court-house and |>ost office authorised to be eraci
diauapolis, Indiana.

1NTF.R10K l)KP\*TMI-NT.

Itr'dmn Keeerraitoiu in California..J. Ross Brown
agent of the Treasury Department in California,
vestigutod the condition of the Indian rcservi

that State. He found the Sebastian or Tejon res

which was established in November, 1533, undi
periutendencoof E. F. Beale, esq., for the bet
protection of the Indians inhabiting the southei
California, in a backward condition. In 1854
produced by Mr. Beale were very large, but sii
in consequence of the drought and a want of et

the part of the cultivators, inconsiderable crops I:
raised. After a careful investigation, Mr. Bro
led to suggest, for the adoption of the Indian dej
the following policy in the management of this
tion :

"1. The appointment of a suitable agent, an<
ful examination of the condition of the stock an

incuts of husbandry on the reservation, which a
a state of decay and ruin.

"2. lire removal of one-half of the w hite ei
ini Iodine hunters, overseers, nud idlers of
kln<ln.

"3. The adoption of a rule prohibiting the
lion of blankets, clothing, At-., to any family or
Indians who refuse to render some equivalent foi
in lalior, according to their capacity, unless in
actual necessity, and to prevent extreme sufl'erii

"4. All the l'uehlo and Los Angeloe Indians
ken by force, if necessary, and placed at the
tion, there to be kept, and made to work as otl
the commandant at the Fort to prevent any ir
between them and their alleged owners, none
should lie Jremitted to visit the reservation wi
thorlty from the superintendent."
The Norne-Laekee reservation was establishcc

Heuly, the present superintendent, in Septenil
about twenty-live miles from Tehumco, the heu<
gut ion on the Sacramento river. It. embraces tv
thousand acres of land in the foot-hills of the cc

overhxiking the Sacramento valley. Great er

Vicen displayed by the superintendent and age
management of this reservation, which is one of
flourishing on the Pacific coast. The Indians
good wooiicn houses, and all who are able ass

cultivation of the land. Mr. B. had nowheri
Indians of California better fed, or better satii
their condition, than at. tins place. As a genei
they were more docile, holiest, and intelligent
southern Indians, and much more easily indui
bor. In uli eases which hail come under his obi
a very marked improvement in the physical eoi

these wild tribes had been visible In a few mo;

their arrival at the reservation. They increos
and strength, and beeamc more active and less 1
The Mendocino reservation was located in

1855, by Major Heintdeman, under the directii
jiorintciidcnt Hcnly, ton miles north of Big riv
empties into the ocean about one hundred uiu

null'* ljui lii in ruin i." iiiiiiiku. ii mm itiicinIC(

reservation should embrace n strip of country <

fifteen pr twenty miles along the coast, varying
to three or four miles in width, which will lie bu

exclude white settlers. Little more than a yea
wits a wilderness, inhabited only by wild Ind
now it is a flourishing farm, with several go
houses, eight hundred acres of land fenced in u

cultivation, three or four Indian villages, and al
hundred thousand Indians, as happy and eonte
is possible for them to lie. These Indians ure re

to be docile and well dis|iosed; enjoy their da
feasts, and, when not troubled by white strag
entirely satisfied with their condition, which is
much better than it has ever licen before.

Mr. B. mentions, as one great desideratum c

reservations, the want of schools and teacben
hmall compensation suitable teachers could be
and by selecting the most intelligent of the j
diaus It would not be long before many of tin

acquire at least the rudiments of an Knglish e

He had no doubt that the system of edueatioi
for the benefit of the Chippewa, Sioux, Chore
other tribes in the Atlantic territories could
daily carried into effect in California.

The Sale of Indict* Trtirt Ijundi. Lioutcnan
H. Stevens, of Lccompton, Kansas Territory,
ap|minted by the President of the United Stnt.
missions! to superintend the sale of the trust-lai
confederated Isolds of Kaskaskia, Peoria, l'iankcs
Wen Indians in that Territory, on the 24th da;
next. 'Ilio necessary instructions for the gover
Lieut. S. in the discharge of the duties devol
him by this appointment, and the fifth section o

diaii-appropiiation bill, will shortly lie issued by
missioner of Indian Affairs.

Rtmovttl of a /xiiui Office- The land office at It
Minnesota, bus been removed to Henderson.

NAVY nr.rAKTMI.NT.

rretenMion if a Sword to Uarirtdn. 'Hie
of the Navy yesterday morning delivered to ('a
stein the superb sword of which we published 1

h,... . f..., .1...,. mi...... \tr t..h..iv

happy to be the medium ofliRiidiug toCapt. II. t
moniat of the English government, to his courte
ing on the occasion of conveying the " lt«*s<
threat Britain.

INDIAN WAR IN MINNESOTA.
The St. Paul Pioneer and Democrat of the I

says :

" We learn by a gentleman from Fort Snclli
messenger arrived there yesterday from Man!
the alarming intelligence that the Sioux in that.
to the nuniiier of six hundred, hnd attacked
residents in the neighborhood of Mankato, hi
several white men. and burned the town. The
communicated to Col. Smith, commandant at F
ling, in a letter from (.'apt. IVsid, of St. Feb
upon him for assistance.

i»rv.1 .in l.. .. ii... r..»* <i.i.

companies of infantry for Munkato.
" We were loth to place confidence in the aim

come* to iu in nuch shape ii* to leave ho doubt
thentlcity."

Since the above wax iu type, we find the folio
egrapliic despatch in the Baltimore Sun, dated
phla, the 28th inxtant:
"A letter from (ion. Shields, dated Fa iris

loth, pointedly contradict* the reported nuinero
murders on the Mnnknto river, Minnesota. Re
formation from Kltie Kurth county state* tlint th
the slightest foundation for the nixmrd report*,
tor conclude* by xaytbg that there ix neither hoe
sign of hostility uiui>ng*t the Indian trlln-x of
lory of Minnesota, 'lite MiuneMotian of the i
finnx the above."

The Southside (Virginia rail *td ha* just |*tl
the State nearly $1,200 literal) for the tnuixpu
passengers for at* month*. The mtc of tax is on
the tentli part of one cent, ii|*»n each mile each
travel* upon the ro*4-

THE DISTRIBUTION QlEOTlON AGAIN.
rel

7b Me EdUur of the luton: tb<
ah..The Iu 1842, at the request of Mr. IVlane, the editor of the
from Mi Loudon Times, I wrote a series of letters, which were t )
eneral at published in the Times, and afterwards in a |*uiq>hlet

form in the Great Western Magazine for bejiteniber, 1842, uu

J at the a copy of which I send you ; and refer you to that which th<
|iosition, treats of the distribution of the public lands. This letter

"Til"' Wai< Wl'"en at Hie request of an eminent London Isurkcr, jjjjwho told me that iiersons interested in btute lamds were
j>n

ag at the the" ""^ing "ha futld to be sent to the United States to
liitc light be expended in aiding the election of meniliers of Con- wu

she will, grcss who would favor the assumption of State debts, or
®' 1' ni- j else support the distribution of the proceeds of the public '''.
in i un i

a means of enabliug the State* to pay their debts.

light. As the arguments then urged against the measure are tin
applicable to the distribution now, and as I foresee the dii
necessity of providing for tire payment of the large amount *1

ofu, Irnli- of Americau indebtedness soon to become due, and lierdEdwin lieve that prompt and efficient action by the federal ^
tlie new government, as well as by the indebted States and railroad tin
ed at In- companies, is indisjiensable to |<reveut a monetary erit's, pri

T will, with your permission, present my views of the bo
measures which, if adopted, will give us continued and
increased prosperity uud at the measures which 1 pro-

ie, special pose will, if adopted, supersede the necessity of distrihu- I11(
has in- tlon, if that measure were constitutional and expedient, cot

rtlons in w liicli 1 respectfully submit my London letter proves it tio
creation, not to be, 1 usk of you to republish that letter, that I ttn'

:r the stl- may thus dispose of the question of distribution before I
leftt and submit the suggestions to which I refer.
it p«i t of DUFF GREEK. mi
the crops I wi
neethen, LETTER XX.th<
lcrgy on stats cbkoit. tjis puiilic i.amm.

mve been The l»u*t advices from the TTnited State* are, that the
wnc was dividend* fulling due by Pennsylvania, Marybind, Indiana,
rartment Michigan, Illinois, Arkansas, and Mississippi will not Is'
reserve I"1'''- It requires no little fortitude, In the face of this
th fact, to appear Ix'fore the British public as the advocate of

American credit. Yet I do not hesitate to say that I be- ""

(I a earc- lievo that eacli and all of the American States will pay to "

id implc- the uttermost farthing all that they owe, princqxil and !'u
re now iu interest.that it Is a question of tima and manner, and

not of payment. No people have given higher proofs of "

nployeee, ]>er«onal or national integrity and apart from this eon-
"*

vuriouH sideration, the lieiiring of which must be admitted, the ^cl
great body of the American people are too well aware of

dlstrilm- the value of credit, and so much interested in protecting
band of it that they cannot afford to bo dishonest. It Is their
the same interest to pay what they owe, and they will do so.

cases of The State debts were contracted under a belief that a ,
lg. sufticient sum could be borrowed to complete the public 1

to be ta- works on which the money was expended, and that, when .x"
! reserva- completed, the revenue derived therefrom would pay

'1

icrs and princi|>ul and interest. Their credit has been suddenly
rtercourse arrested their public works, in some cases, are untin- llt:
of whom ished, and therefore unproductive; and the question now
thout an- is, liow are the means of payment to be provided Scv- ,

end modes have been suggested, and the difficulty 1ms
I l»v Col 'MH'n agreeing upon the manner of |>uymeiit. One .

party urged immediate taxation, as being the most equal. L
xtr, leal, honest, and efficient. Iu some of the States this lias been 1

dofnuvi- done; in others it has been delayed, because there has
renty-Hve Ireen so great a derangement of tiie local currency us to '!*
sist range render the collection of tuxes, in available funds, almost ,

rcrgv liail imi>OBsihle. Hence, some of the States, with no less anx-
1

.' ., iety to maintain their credit, hare been induced to prefern, 111 " expedients, the failure and tire causes of which it is 1mthemost ]Kjrtant to exl,ittill. ,h
reside in The struggle for place anil patronage is common to all

ist in the governments. Its iutluenoc is felt in Kngland, France, J1.1
. aeon the and Russia, as well as in the United States. In the lat- 1

rified with lcr' ibe people are the source of power, aspirants adopt
ril thin" Mielr measures in reference to what they believe the liear- .'
" ing of particular interests, or current questions, may Vie !!'
than the on public opinion. i
ed tola- It is not surprising tliat, in the peculiar condition of the *

lervation, States, a powerful party should have arisen, who, at tli.- ..

udition of same time that they affect to lie tiro, especial guardians of "

ntlis after "IC public credit, have "jirois-.tnetl sclrenies to relieve the
people of the indebted States from taxation. One of these

*. in srxe
was tire assumption of the State debts by the federal gov-

1

JlUtisll. .m..nr.» nnntlier n.« tli.. rlUtril,111 ioi, of Ilia nr>^,.»g 14

October, the public land, ltoth hud the merit of preventing the nr

m of Su- necessity of direct taxation, and both promised an early ',r

er which ocomplishment of the purpose Intended. Is it surprising
I aeventv "m< "u> people hesitated to tax themselves when they i'j'

were induced to believe that ample provision would Ik-
I that the to protect their credit before they could themselves
"xtending accomplish it by taxation-!
from two The proposition to assume tin- State debts was noon

'

(lieient to disposed of. Those with whom it originated hod a much \
r a,ro tliis '"-ttor knowledge of the Stock Exchange than of the qnes- '. 0

, tions and interests which control the legislation of Con- 'l.'1
lans, u

griiw. The distribution of the proceeds of tiie public 1

ikI frame iurids has become so much connected with political disndunder missions, and has so direct a 1 tearing on State credit, that tn

tout three tve projxise t,o examine it in detail.
.tcd as it The assumption of the State debts by the federal gov.t 1 eruiuent is op]H>»ed upon tiie ground that that govern-

ai

ment was constituted for a limited and defined purpose,in es ant and iias no authority to assume them, 'litis is generally "j1glers, are conceded, and the question may bo considered as settled.
certainly The distribution of the proceeds of the public bods .is

advocated on the ground that they are the property cf ''

at all tiie ,'ie states, held in trust for their use and lienetit. It is
For i °PPose<' on the ground that those which were within the 1'

, limits of the original States were the property of the °

obtained, states in which they were ; that the right of such States
ouug In- was guarantied by the articles of confederation ; that they w'

m would were afterwards conveyed to tiie United States for the
location, purpose of creating a common fund to jiay the debts, and 1 '.
i adopted iwotect the credit of the United States ; and that thepro- "'

, jHised distribution would defeat the end of that conveyikee,and
(in.^ |IV converting a fund, common to all the States, Kl

1)0 henell- un(| intended to Ik- applied to a common use, into sopar- '.a
ate fiiuds, to lie applied by the several States to scpurat'- *

t Robert "*'H 0 l>a

has licen 0 ninth article of the confederation prescribes the
kb a com- powers of the Congress of the Confederation, and pro- .'
ids of the vides Ihaw, and "That no State shall lie deprived of territory for the tli
y ot June tK-notit of the United States." Hi*
nmen I of These articles were submitted to the States tor their ' '
\ ed upon consideration. Hhodo Island proposed the followingthe In- amendment: jlj" '

" In the ninth article, at the end of the second para ooi

graph, after tin- words ' for the Iwncfit of the United tiledWing, States,' add ' Provided, nevertheless, That all lands with- wl
in these States, the property of which, ls-fore the present mi

war, was vested in the Crown of Great Britain, or out of
which revenue for quit-rents arise, payable to tlie said po

Socret-ir Crown, shall Ik- deemed, token, and considered us the ,hi
property of these United States, and Ik- disposed of and gript. Halt- appropriatirl liy Congress for tiie hem-tit of the whole lc>

i dcsc-rip- confederacy ; reserving, however, to the States within noilhimself whose limits sucli Crown lands may lie, the entire and IS
hat testi- complete jurisdiction thereof.' " A|
ous Ix-ar- 'lliis amendment was considered in Congress on the
>lnte'' to 23d of June, 1778, and rejected aye, <>nr; nays, nine.

New Jersey submitted the following, among other '''

amendments: th
"The ninth article provides that no State shall l>e dc-

14th hint, prived of territory for the benefit of the United States. cit
Whether we are to understand that l»y territory is in- Sti
tended any land, the property of which was heretofore as

tig that n vented in the Crown of Great Britain, or tlint no mention tli
lutto with of such land is mnde. in the confederation, we ore eon- cir
vicinity, strained to observe that the present war, ns wo always sto
the white apprehended, was undertaken for the general defence and co
wl killed interest of the confederating colonies, now the United lnl
news was States. It was ever the confident expectation of this J tli
ort Knsl- State that the benefits derived from- a successful contest eri
r, railing were to tv general and proportionate and that the propertyof the common enemy, tailing in consequence of a mi
vitli three prosjwrous issue of the war. would lielong to tlie United dn

States, and lie appropriated to their use. We are, there- so
ve. iiut it fore, greatly disappointed in finding no provision made in en
of its an- the confederation for empowering the Congress to dispose

of such property, but cs|s-( ially the vacant and imjat- Stiwingtel- cot01' lands, commonly called the Crown lands, for de- on

I'hiladel fmyiuK the expenses of the war, and for sucli other publicnnil general purposes. Tlie jurisdiction ouglit, in Co
every instance, to belong to tlie respective States, to set gii

aid, April the charter or determined limits of which such lands may Sh
us Indian be seated : hilt reason and justice must decide that tlie wi

liable in- property which existed in the Crown of Great Britain, Ik
ere is not previous to the present revolution, ought now to ls-long
His let- to the Congress, in Inul fur thr uir and bfitt/il xf Iht I'tidrd of

tility nor St<rtc. Thev have fought and ldci for it. in proportion co

the Terri- to their respective abilities, and therefore the reward ret
!Oth con- ought not to be predilet tioually distributed. Shall sucli

States as are shut out by situation from availing them- I(|selves from the least advantage from this quarter Is; left
id over to s'"'1 un''rr nn enormona debt, whilst others are enn- (j)
rtntioil of 'n R "hort perio<l, to replace all their expenditures ^
e mill <»r '"rom ",c earnings of the whole confederacy f"

passenger Here tlie ease is most strongly staled, mid yet the Con- fu
grew rejected this and tlie other amendments -three cfl

It is further opposed upon the ground that the chief
uuue of the federal government tor the protection .,i
* public credit woe the duty upou import* and that
the amount of the public debt and the condition ,,f
sir foreign commerce were auch an to induce the Stain,
whom theno lauds belonged, to convey thenr to the
liter! States for tbe express purpoae of creating a com.
mi fund toward* maintaining the public credit, and
ereby relieving the government from the necessity of
[Mining oppressive duties, a dlstiibution would, by dj.
nisliing the current revenue, create « necessity for
flier duties, which it was the object of the cession to
svent.
it is opposed upon the farther ground that its effect
.uld lie to accustom the States to rely <*> the federal
vernruent, ami to encourage prodigal expenditures, uft.
r a lielicf that the means of payment would lie fa,,
licrl from tin- fcdeial treasury -the opponent* contendfthat each State should rely ou its own resources, and
at no State should contract any debt without proriigthe means of payment bv levyiug taxes, in all uae*
rere the current revenues are deficient.
That then- are individuals in the United States, n» i.
igland, who would apply tire spotigu to the State debt*,
no doubt true ; hut it is no less true tluvt in none of
e States do such individuals constitute a re*|iectal>Ie
qnation of tlie [Mvpulntiou the only question there u,
w can the States best provide the means of pavment'
Clay and his [arty say, by distributing the proceed]

the public Inuds the democratic party say, by eeonlivingthe ex|M*nditure ami requisite tuxatiou. In the
all time, the result of this difference of o|iiiiiou this
utest between the [unties has been to delay thesenof tlie States hut events are rupidly progressing,
d public opinion, us indicated in tlie elections, is estsbhingthe aacendenry of thodemocratic party. ThereItof Mr. ('lay's expedients lias been to delay, but uot
defeat, tlie legislation by tlie States. Having asceruedthat Congress will not |mv their debts, the StsUt
11 themselves proceed to levy taxes, and niiike provision
5refer.
These remarks are deemed indis|>onsahle, in explnusiiof the present state of parties, ami of tlie proceeding!
lilting in the late veto of President Tyler for Mr.
iv, having obtained an accidental party majority in
e present Congress, digested a scheme of measures in
eronee to tlie next presidential election. Among them
i* the bill for distributing the proceeds of tire public
ids. It was argued by Ids opponents that tlie detritionwould create a deficiency in the revenue, and make
necessary to raise the duties on Imported merchandise
ove twenty per cent., the maximum proscribed by the
t of 1X33, known as the compromise act; and to gratify
tutors representing uiiti-tarilf States, and because it wan
lown tlmt otherwise it would not lie approved by the
esident, a proviso was added, forbidding the distrihniiiin ease of war, or in ease a higher duty than twenty
r cent, was levied on any article of imported merchsn-

ly, 1842, to be reduced to twenty per cent, on the
ilne at the place of importation, to be paid In cash, and
/led under regulations prescribed by law. '

There was a difference of opinion as to the effect of this
t; some supposing that, us no law proscribing the mode
valuation had iiecn passed, no duty could lie collected,
vcral bills upon the subject of the tariff were reported
the present Congress; but, us neither of them had
en matured, a temporary act was passed, extending the
iv, as it then was, to the 1st of August, so as to enable
ingress to mature a bill. Mr. Clay's purpose was to
usolidate into a ]>olitical party the advocates of protec.
re dutii-s and the advocates of distribution. To do
is it became indispensable to get rid of the provision of
e uct of 1839, reducing nil duties to twenty per cent.;
<1 of the proviso of the net of 1841, forbidding tiie dinImtionso long as duties are imposed at a higher rate
an twenty per cent. This was the purpose of the tone
vary net to which we have referred. If it had liecnapoved,then the advocates of distribution could vote with
c advocates of high duties, because the distribution wus

longer dependent upon the reduction of duties to
enty per cent.; so likewise, in that case, the advocates
r high duties could vote for the distribution, liecause
stribution was uo longer coupled with low duties. The
esident is opposed to high duties, and he therefore veedthe hill u|>on the ground that it was inconsistent
th the provisions of the act of 1833, and also of the act
1841. The act of 1833 remaining in force, instructions
tc issued to the officers charged with the collection of
e revenue to carry it into effect; and it would seem as

necessary consequence tliat, as the duties oil imports
e reduced to twenty ner cent the distribution of the
oceeds of tho public land must take place.
The effect of (liis state of things may be to induce (he
lumtacturing interest to abnndon their alliance with
r. Clay, and unite with the democratic party in rcpottlgthe distribution net, and passing a modified tariff bill,
ring incidental protection, by moderate discriminating
ities, to important manufacture* requiring protection,
it it may be that the spirit of faction will control the
minunt party in Congress, :is their only hope of electgMr. Clay to the presidency depends u|sin aggravating
e present pecuniary embarrassments of the country.
These details exhibit a state of political moral* (liseditableto the parties, and will lie used, by those who
c wont to disparage America, as an argument to verify
eir oft-repeated opinions. Wu give them because we
t on the principle that " truth it the I-ft remedy fur delateran," and because the intelligent and candid reader
II sue that they verify what we have already said, that
r. t'lav and his party, while they affect to Is' the especial
ends and guardian* of the credit of the States, are, in
ith, the advocates of high protective duties, and that
eir measure of distribution is an expedient adopted unrthe liojic of creating a political party, to l>c composed
those who are for protective duties, and those who are

posed to the States paying their debts by taxing thornIcesand that, on tile other hand, the democratic
l ty, who arc opixwcd to Mr. Clay, arc in favor of reicingthe duty on imports to the lowest point consistent
tli a revenue for an economical administration of tho
veminont, and that they oppose tlie distriliution on the
ound that thcr are iinwillimr therein- to create a m-

Kfity for higher duties. and liecuusc they lielieve it to
the duty of the Whites to levy tuxes on themselves to
y their own debts.
We believe, further, that the intelligent reader will see
the facts that we have stated something to palliate, aloughthey do not justify, the delay in payment of tlicir
hts by the Mutes iu default and that, considering, s*

ey should do, the success of- the democratic party in
e coining elections a proof that these disreputable con

tsare alsmt to terminate and tiiat, abandoning Mr.
ay iukI his expedient*, the States will apply themselves
their own resources, and adopt the means necessary to
vivo and sustain their credit they will find in these
;ters much to excuse tlio |>nst, and to inspire ho|>os and
nfidence for the future. No one w iio has not Ih-oii iu
e United States can form any iden of tlie suerif.ies
tich tile people have made, or of the trials they have
dergone.
Your book circulation in 1818 was near 48,000,000
unds sterling. You were then prosperous. It was rticcdto less tlian 42,000.000 in 1819, and there WW
eat distress. It was further reduced ; and in 1822 was
is than 27,000,000, and the distress was increased, nnd
anty meetings called for relief. It roue in 1821 and
25 to 54,000,000, and again there won great prosjieritv.
[alu, in 1829 it was reduced to less than 28,000,000,
d there was great distress, and burnings, and meeting*
petition for relief. In ls.'Ki it was again increased to
ar .'10.000,000, and there wns a return of prosperity,
pvin, in 1841 it wns reduced to 25,22:1,023, and there i*
e deepest distress.
If such is the effect of these contractions of your l«uik
dilation, what must have been the effect in the United
ftto*. where the depreciation in some States was so great
to render honk notes comparatively useless, and, *'

e same time, to banish geld and silver entirely fa®
dilation while in other States, New York, for inmce,where the banks continued to pay specie, the
utraction w.ut equal to two-thirds of their entire circulion! Wlmt other country could liovo survived, or i*
ere any other people who could have endured, such *

Hi#
We rc|>oat. that gloomy nnd forbidding as appearances
ty be, it is but the dai kness which precedes the coming
v. The great political struggle which lias so long and
fearfully agitated tlic country will restore the asrend<y of the democratic party ; and that party arc pledged
itrx voting iu the iffimutlre, six in the negative, and
e State divided.
The Stntc* claiming vacant land* were Masaochnlttt*.
OMCticut, New York, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virata,North and South Carolina, iuid (!c«rgia. The
ate* having no vacant land, or comparatively none,
re New Hampshire, Rhode Island, New Jersey, and
laware.
Congress afterwards urged the State* to cede a portion
their waato and uncultivated tcrritorien to provide a

>union fund for the expefiaea of the war and, If *

mlution of the loth of October, J780, declared
"That the unappropriated lands that may lie ceded or

linquished to the United States, by any particularHtat'«
iraunnt to the recommendation of CVmgWM of the Wh
Septeml>er last, *W/ ht dnjxwtrf nf far Ihr rnmmtn bmrfit "/
e United States." And the several cession" made If
e several State" embrace a elnnsc requiring that < ""

nd to Ik- created shall be nmnwvi to all the State*. Th®
bet of distribution is to tmr tins cvmuiuti fund.


